Short Biography – Olivier F. Clerc
I am a physician-scientist at the intersection of cardiac imaging and cardiomyopathies, with a focus on amyloidosis. I combine a strong clinical background in multi-modality imaging and heart failure, a successful research track record in cardiac imaging, a high proficiency in research methodology and data analysis, as well as a solid experience in teaching and mentoring.
I was born in Neuchâtel, in the French-speaking part of Switzerland, which has a beautiful lake and a great view of the Alps. I went to medical school in Neuchâtel and Lausanne (Switzerland), including an exchange year in Heidelberg (Germany). Then, I pursued a MD thesis in Lausanne. My clinical training started with internal medicine residencies in Lausanne, Geneva, Neuchâtel and Zurich (Switzerland). After that, I completed my cardiology fellowship in Zurich and Basel (Switzerland). In particular, I underwent additional training in cardiac imaging at both locations. Then, I became an attending cardiologist in Basel, taking care of patients, performing imaging procedures, and teaching younger colleagues. In 2021, I joined the research team on imaging for cardiac amyloidosis led by Prof. Dorbala at Brigham and Women’s Hospital in Boston (USA). There, I am studying novel imaging methods for PET, SPECT and MRI, as well as functional status and quality of life in cardiac amyloidosis. In parallel, I completed an MPH at the Harvard School of Public Health, with a focus on clinical research methodology and data analysis. I was able to secure funding from diverse sources, particularly a K99 award from the NIH for my project combining advanced imaging with extensive proteomics to elucidate the mechanisms of cardiac amyloidosis. I aim to deepen our understanding of the pathogenesis of this disease, as well as to improve early diagnosis, treatment response quantitation and prognostic assessment. Besides my work, I teach in an intensive online program on clinical research and mentor colleagues in the mentoring program of our hospital. Otherwise, I enjoy travelling, going to the cinema, museum or theater, reading, photography, playing badminton and basketball, skiing, juggling, and tasting foods from all over the world.

